Notes From Jim & Hydi Peterson

April 2020, Mt. Akagi, Japan

in Sickness and in Health
We are used to using and hearing those words in the context of marital vows. But
would it be so odd to include something like that in baptismal vows or parish membership
vows? Scripture tells us over and over again that God's love is unchanging regardless of
the circumstances. Perhaps we would do well to think more often of our response to
God. Are we really prepared to follow Jesus no matter where the journey takes us?
As the Covid-19 pandemic spreads around our globe we see profound uncertainty. So
many things normally taken for granted are not there, where we expect them to be. Jobs,
social interaction, travel, worship... the list goes on. Of course we need to exercise
caution and take care of ourselves, but one interesting thing about this crisis is that the
caution we take is as much for the sake of others as it is for ourselves.
Churches here in Japan are struggling with many of the same issues as in the rest of
the world. The first concerns have been about whether to continue gathering; and if not,
then how to do worship. Closely related to that, many of our congregations here in Japan
included a large percentage of elderly people. How does the church care for these highrisk sisters and brothers? But perhaps even more to the point, the church is gradually
coming to see that this health crisis is yet another "natural disaster". Japan experiences
more natural disasters than most countries and these events have often been a wake-up
call for the church. As the body of Christ, and the ones to whom the work of Jesus has
been delegated, our job is to proclaim the good news, to live out the good news, and to
be the good news. The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the

poor. Please pray for the churches in Japan as they seek to more fully understand what
it means to be kingdom workers and disciples of Jesus in this time and place!

Ministry in Japan
Life in Japan is impacted by the pandemic just like everywhere else. At this point we
can report that the Covenant Seminary has canceled their entrance ceremony on April
1st and classes will be delayed for four weeks, until April 27th. When classes do begin
they will initially be online, until it is deemed safe for groups to gather in a classroom
setting, and students and instructors to use public transportation getting to and from the
campus.
Akagi Bible Camp is still in a wait and see mode. We have a work camp scheduled for
the fourth week of April and then our first campers scheduled to arrive the first week of
May. At this point we are proceeding as planned but with the full awareness that things
could very easily get cancelled or postponed.
Jim's preaching ministries are also likely to be impacted because most churches are
moving to online modes or just cancelling worship entirely. Only time will tell if and when
things will return to the old normal so we just take it one day at a time.

Time in the U.S.
We spent six months in the U.S. and were able to connect with almost all of our
supporting churches. Thanks to so many of you who kindly welcomed us, hosted us, fed
us and otherwise made us feel deeply loved and cared for. At the end things got a little
hectic, with Corona Virus related travel restrictions and worship cancellations. Sadly,
church visits on our last two Sundays in the U.S. didn't happen because of all the

changes. At that point our biggest fear was getting stranded in the U.S. Once we knew
the last two Sunday church visits in March weren't going to happen we made a very
quick decision to change our flight schedules and return to Japan a week or two earlier
than had been planned. We made the decision late at night and got seats on a flight
early the next morning, so needless to say, we slept rather well on the plane (after being
up all night packing!).

On an empty morning flight to Dallas

The transpacific flight was more crowded and everyone was in full virus-battle gear;
masks, gloves, rain gear?...
The trip included an early morning drive to the Colorado Springs airport, a short flight
to Dallas, a layover in Texas that turned into a four hour delay, a thirteen hour flight to
Japan, a 3 hour bus ride from the airport in Japan, and then a middle of the night drive
back up to our home on Mt. Akagi. But we made it and are so incredibly thankful to be
back home, where we belong. Thank you for your prayers and thoughts along the way.

Midwinter Conference
One of our highlights while in the U.S. was the annual ECC midwinter conference. It is

a gathering of pastors and church workers from across the country and around the world.
It was held in Chicago this year, during the last week of January. Hydi and I have always
found this conference to be a source of encouragement and camaraderie, but this year it
took on a new dimension for us as we welcomed two Japanese Covenant pastors.
Pastor Sekino is the director of the Covenant Seminary where Jim teaches. Pastor
Ochiai will soon be joining the seminary faculty. Both of them pastor Covenant churches
as well. The Covenant is a small denomination in Japan and our pastors rarely get the
kind of care and nurture that we receive as members of the ECC. So this was a great
chance to share the blessing and deepen our relationships with Japanese coworkers.

International guests meeting with ECC leaders at Midwinter
The week after midwinter our guests were able to visit and connect with North Park
Theological Seminary, Covenant Offices, Jesus People U.S.A. and we even got to do the
tourist thing, visiting the Field Museum and the Planetarium. They also visited a
Japanese church in the Chicago area.

Chicago lakefront views after visiting the Field Museum
Hydi and I are used to sort of living in two different worlds; our home base here in
Japan and our ECC family in the U.S. But it is particularly joyful when we get to share the
intersections of those two worlds with others and this year's midwinter conference was a
wonderful example of that.

Family News
Our time in the U.S. allowed us to connect with family members across the country. In
fact, Hydi was with her sister and family in Los Angeles, enjoying dinner around the table
and making plans for a little surfing outing with her nephew early the next morning, when

almost without warning the governor of California announced a lock down for the whole
state effective immediately! Instead of surfing and enjoying the quiet morning beach Hydi
was flying back to Colorado 12 hours later. As so many of us are now blocked from
visiting friends and family it just makes the visits we were able to enjoy in Ohio, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Arizona, Florida and California so much more meaningful.

Visiting Hydi's relatives in Ohio at the end of February.

Hydi and her dad, enjoying some Colorado winter sunshine!
Hydi's dad's memory care facility stopped allowing visitors in early March so it was tough
not to have one more hug and laugh and cry together before leaving the USA.
Our youngest son, Eli and his wife moved to Oregon in January and he will begin a
new job this week as a wildland firefighter in Oregon. We are eager to visit our oldest

son, Miles and family next week in Nagano, Japan after completing our 14 day selfquarantine, just in time to help our grandson celebrate his 2nd birthday!

Sports Ministries
Hydi had been looking forward to hosting three tennis friends from Tokyo for an
inverted mission trip to Arizona and California. It was a tough decision to make but a
mere 48 hours before they were to begin their trip they decided to cancel instead. Hydi is
so glad they did! We have had some really good communication since that decision was
made and are looking forward to the day when we can all gather again for some tennis
and relaxing times together.
All the spring and early summer sporting events that Hydi was planning to be involved
with in Japan have now been cancelled! It feels strange and there is a sense of deep
loss but also a realization that it is all in God's hands. Currently small gatherings are still

allowed so Hydi is enjoying reconnecting with friends through tennis and hiking.

Please pray with us as we all seek to discover anew what it means to live faithfully, responsibly
and in the peace of the Holy Spirit that passes all understanding. It's easy to forget that we are
in the Lenten season, preparing to commemorate the passion of our Lord, and then celebrate
the resurrection. May you experience the assurance and certainty of being a resurrection
church even in the midst of so much that feels uncertain.
In Christ,
Jim and Hydi Peterson

